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Free in Deployed Areas

“We never let the facts get in the way of the news”

NEWS

The draft - it's back!

Washington, DC – During a late-night session, Congress recently voted to reinstate the Selective Service Act, in order to meet manpower demands of the Global War on Terror.  If the president signs the bill into law, as he is expected to on June 25th, the first draft lottery since 1975 will be held in early August, calling some 1.4 million men between the ages of 18 and 26 into the service of their country.


The bill passed despite the objections of Defense Secretary Robert Gates, who stresses that today's military requires a more streamlined and technologically savvy workforce.


“We're looking for certain skills and an educational background that you may not find in the average draftee,” Gates said, “Things like reading, and counting, and the lack of multiple felony convictions.  We need quality recruits, not just people to fill bunks.”


But Senator John McCain (R-Ariz), the bill's sponsor, asserts that the infusion of fresh lifeblood is exactly what the military needs.


“This gives a new generation of Americans the opportunity to honorably serve their country in the same manner as their forefathers.  Also, at this point, we pretty much just need people to fill bunks,” McCain said.


The reaction on the nation's streets was predictably mixed.  Steven Manning, 27, an accountant from Miami, Florida, wholeheartedly approved of the plan. 


“I think it's a great idea.  It's time for everybody to step up and make a contribution to this war.”


David Myers, 21, a junior at the University of Massachusetts, was less enthusiastic.


“I'm not going,” he said, “I'll just tell them I'm gay.”


Potential recruits like Myers may have an unpleasant surprise waiting for them at their local processing station.  Under the provisions of the revised Selective Service Act, only four exemptions exist:

A. Disabled persons – those missing five or more of the following body parts are ineligible: Right Arm, Left Arm, Right Leg, Left Leg, Head, Torso.

B. Being part of the following vital institutions or in the immediate family of a member – The US Senate, the House of Representatives and/or the White House.

C. Being one of the 28 Al Qaeda members currently on the “Terror Watch List”

D. Homosexuality*

*While homosexuality is one of the excluding factors, citizens wishing to avoid service in this manner will be required to perform one of two designated homosexual acts in front of their local draft boards.

What the draft means for you


Think that the return of the draft has no implications for current service members?  Think again.  DoD Directive #112A, released to coincide with the revised Selective Service Act, contains specific policy for active duty personnel and Guard and Reserve personnel currently on active duty status.  As of October 1, when the first batch of recruits are expected to finish their abbreviated basic training:

1. All enlisted personnel currently in the paygrades E1-E8 will be promoted one (1) paygrade.

2. All enlisted personnel currently in the paygrades E1-E7, who have not received disciplinary action for drug usage or desertion in the last 180 days will be promoted an additional one (1) paygrade.

3. All officers currently in the paygrades of O1 and O2 will be promoted to the paygrade of O3.

4. All officers currently in the paygrades of O3-O9 will be promoted one (1) paygrade.

(New recruits with college credits will enter the service in the O1 paygrade.  Those with associate degrees or higher, JROTC, ROTC  or Civil Air Patrol experience will enter the service in the O2 paygrade.)

5. Service members currently serving in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom will not be allowed to come home for any reason until these operations are ended by an act of Congress.

6. All service members will have their monthly paychecks reduced by $1,200.  While this will severely constrain the finances of those in the lowest paygrades, in some cases, forcing them to remit money back to DFAS on a monthly basis, it is noted that these service members will still be granted permission to eat free of charge at on-post dining facilities.

Basic Training - Iraqi style

Baghdad – It was a scene from basic training all over again.  SFC Sam McNirter had his recruits stack on the door of an empty building and practice room clearing while he provided corrections and advice.  The only difference – these recruits are not basic trainees.  They are Iraqi policemen, eager to learn their jobs and fight the insurgents that are plaguing their neighborhoods.  


“This is great training,” McNirter, a former infantry drill sergeant said, spitting Copenhagen onto the sand, “These guys are really quick learners.  Motivated as hell.  Way better than the turds we got at Benning.  A lot of these guys act like they've handled weapons their whole lives.”


When asked if the training techniques were any different than back in the States, McNirter replied, “Yeah, there's the whole language barrier and shit.  And the discipline is 

different.  Back at home all I could do is make 'em do pushups and flutter kicks.  Here, if they 

fuck up, I hit them with a stick.  Actually, I have the translator hit them with a stick.  We're not allowed to.”


CPT Jason Kellsman was proud of the work his team had done.


“This area, there's a big gulf between Sunnis and Shiites.  But all that has changed.  The chief of police is a Shiite now, and his assistant is a Sunni.  It's really brought the neighborhood closer together.    Before all the police in this area had were rusty AKs.  We gave them RPGs, Dishkas and Dragunovs, plus up-armored police trucks with RPKs on top.  Plus the training we've given them is top-of-the-line.  When we got here, they couldn't shoot straight.  But after twelve weeks of range time,  the latest optics and night-vision scopes, they're deadly.  We've even given them matching uniforms.  The insurgents had better watch out.”


General-in-Chief Ali Al-Salem and his assistant, Commissioner Captain Muhammed Hussein shared Kellsman's optimism, once their trainers had returned to their quarters.


“The instant the Americans leave we will start the slaughter anew,” Al-Salem said, glancing around, then taking his rifle off safe and resting it comfortably over his shoulder.  “May the streets run red with Sunni blood.”  


Even his assistant, Hussein?  


“Especially him.  The day the infidel Americans leave we shoot it out at high noon.”


Hussein nodded and smiled.  “We'll do whatever it takes to get this training and the new weapons, even if it means associating with Shiite dogs.  But when the Americans leave, it's how do you say? 'Game On, Bitches'.  And these gay uniforms are gone.  It's back to ski-masks and man-dresses."


The two comrades shook hands and headed back to the police station, another hard day of training complete.

Guardsmen return, redeploy

Atlanta – For members of the 515th MP Battalion, homecoming was short, but sweet.  June 23rd marked their unit's return stateside, but it was also the date they were scheduled to return to Iraq.  The Pentagon's series of tour extensions, combined with shortened dwell times, meant that the 515th arrived back in Atlanta at 1 PM, but were scheduled to depart for Germany by 9 PM the same day.


“I look at it as an opportunity,” LTC Solomon Grendsworth, battalion commander, said, “Obviously, our unit did so well over there that the Army has asked us to go back for another year and finish the job.  And you know what?  We're up for the task.  I think it's a great morale boost that they've bussed the families in from Missouri in order to see their soldiers. I really haven't heard anyone complain.”


“This is some bullshit,” SPC Mark Farnham said, sprawled in a chair in the USO Lounge.  His wife, Samantha was occupied nearby with their five children, ages 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10.  “Two weeks a year, my ass.  This is all Grendsworth's fault.  I bet the cocksucker volunteered us for this shit.”


Meanwhile, by the barrage carousel, the battalion commander surveyed the scene with a grim smile on his face.  Keeping track of the troops?  


“I'm surprised I haven't seen my wife yet,” he said,  “She's the FRG leader for the battalion, and it's not like her to be late.  I've tried calling her but the batteries in her cell phone must have run out.  I hope everything is OK.”  


As the hours passed, the Farnhams disappeared into a secluded restroom for a conjugal visit, while their children scurried about the airport unattended.  Grendsworth's search became more frantic.


“I really think something terrible has happened,” he said, “I just checked the ATM and our bank account has been cleaned out.  And I still haven't been able to reach Susan on her cell phone. Now it says that it's been disconnected, which is strange, because I pay the bill electronically every month.  I hope she's all right.”


At 8 PM sharp, Command Sergeant Major David Putnam, a 29-year Army veteran, began rounding up the men and women of the 515th.  His compassionate cries of “Drop your cocks and grab your socks, get on the bird, you pansies!” echoed through the terminal.  The Farnhams emerged from the restroom and said yet another tearful farewell.  LTC Grendsworth was the last to board, checking his cell phone one last time for any missed text messages.


“I just don't understand this...” he said softly, his shoulders slumped as he handed over his boarding pass and got on the plane, still mumbling something about “opportunities”.

Letters to the Editor

Dear Scars and Gripes,


I'm a sixteen-year career soldier on my first deployment.  I have a comment to make about some of the soldiers I see daily downrange.  These soldiers apparently think they are “back on the block” and don't have to adhere to the same standards they do stateside.  I am tired of making daily corrections on uniform appearance and military bearing.  NCOs, if you are not ready to address these failures, you need to take a good look in the mirror and ask yourself if you are ready to be a leader.  Specifically, I'm talking about the new “desert” boots.  While it's unfortunate that the Army no longer issues the black boots that require shining, this does not mean that soldiers do not need to maintain their footwear.  I've seen soldiers walking around with boots that are not only scuffed, but also have marks on them.  Needless to say, this is unacceptable.  Soldiers, spend an hour or two a day with a horsehair brush and some suede renewer and TAKE CARE OF YOUR GEAR.  Leaders, ensure that boot maintenance takes place daily.  It's too important for your soldiers to neglect. 

SFC Edward P. Anderson

Camp Buehring, Kuwait

Dear Scars and Gripes,


In today's day and age, we expect that religious intolerance has disappeared in the Army.  Sadly, this is only true if you are part of the Christian majority.  As a member of the Jedi/Sith religion, my religious preference is not even allowed to be listed on my dog tags.  Christians are permitted a cross on their cemetary headstones.  Jews have the Star of David.  When will the Death Star get the same recognition?  Before missions, when the unit gets together for a quick prayer, why must “God” always be mentioned?  I tried to lead a prayer one afternoon, but when I invoked the sacred “Mitochlorians”, I was cruelly mocked with laughter and forced from the group.  The teasing and torment has contined.  While deployed, I keep an inflatable Darth Maul in my can as a shrine.  Yesterday, when I returned from the showers, I found that it had been crudely defaced by vandals who had glued my lightsaber to it, fashioning a makeshift phallus.  Unfortunately, I was not able to remove the lightsaber without puncturing Darth Maul, and now I cannot kneel before my shrine for fear of injuring my eye.  When will this bigotry stop?  We demand to be taken seriously.

May the Dark Side Prevail,

SPC Kevin Barnes

Sith Lord

ARTS AND LEISURE

Art contest winners announced


This month, we salute several servicemembers whose prolific artwork you've probably seen in an unlikely venue – the walls of latrines and port-o-pots all over theater.  First Place in this month's contest goes to Marine Cpl Nick Cunningham of Huntington Beach, CA.  While not exactly “art”, Cunningham has written: “ARMY – Ain't Ready for Marines Yet” in over 9,336 latrine stalls – 18 in women's latrines.  


When asked about his contest win, Cunningham replied, “Yeah, it's tough, you gotta have a Sharpie on you at all times.  The Army dudes, they get those little pen holders on their sleeves.  We don't need those because we're Marines, oo-rah.”


Second place goes to PV2 Randall Kennedy of Bronx, NY.  He considers himself a rival of Cunningham's, and has written “Marines are Gay” 7,896 times.  Still, Kennedy has high hopes for the next contest.  


“Man, I needed something more catchy.  An acronym like the Marine guy has.  Then I thought up this number:  'MARINE – My Ass Receives Injections of Naval Erections.'  I've written that in almost 800 latrines and phone cubicles so far, and I've gotten really positive feedback.”


Third place goes to Army SGT Tommy DeFazio, of Newport News, VA.  DeFazio is known for his crude depictions of tiny naked women.  DeFazio was participating in a combat operation and couldn't be reached to comment on the honor, so we asked SPC Herbert Blake, the unit's armorer, to say a few words.


“There's something about the way he draws those chicks that's just a real turn on after you've been in the desert for nine months.  I mean, sometimes he doesn't draw the head, and the pussy is just an upside down black triangle, but the curves on those girls! Wow!”  When asked what's next for DeFazio's art career, Blake had this to say:


“Giant vaginas.  He drew one up in Fallujah that took up an entire stall door.  Man, we'd just sit there and stare and get lost in that thing for hours.”

Next issue – the transition of an artist.  When PFC Preston Kingsley of the prestigious 101st Airborne Division arrived in Kuwait on his first tour, he was all about the poorly drawn eagle head and the “Thunder from the Sky” graffiti.  See why now he's changed to writing “Army Re-Enlistment Contracts, Take One” over toilet paper dispensers, and marking his days left in country with little hashmarks and snide comments.

The HOT dating scene in Iraq

by Arts and Leisure Editor Karen Sherowski


What's it like to be young, single and deployed?  Recently, I spoke to three soldiers at FOB Iskan to find out more about the Middle Eastern dating scene.


“It's pretty tough,” PFC Tyler Combs of Springfield, MO, said, “There's nine girls here, and three thousand dudes.  So we jerk off a lot.  My record is eleven times in one day.”


“Bullshit,” said his friend, SPC Clark Taylor of Portland, OR.


“I did so,” exclaimed Combs, “Doc was there.  So was the commo guy.  Ask them.”


“No, I believe that,” Taylor said, “But there's only eight girls here.”


“No, there's the blonde haired one, the butch chick from finance, the hot terp, the hot terp's ugly friend, the KBR chick with the big tits, that captain, the Oriental girl from the coffee shop and the two black chicks,” said Combs.


“That one black chick got sent to FOB Kalsu, remember?”


“Which one?” 


“PFC Addison.”


“Is she the one who used to go to the showers around 2030, wearing those little tiny shorts and the brown t-shirt with no bra underneath?”


“Yeah, she used to go to the internet cafe on Thursdays between like 1900 and 2000.  One time the AC was out and she took off her BDU top.  It was pretty hot in there, and I think she might have been sweating a little.  But not like dripping sweat, just...”


“Moist,” Combs finished, “She was sort of glistening.  I remember that day.  I can't believe she's not here anymore.  I was wondering why I hadn't seen her on Tuesdays at the laundry.  She would always inventory her stuff.”


“Did she rock the thong?” asked Taylor.


“Most definitely,” Combs said.  “And she'd have sports bras, but also some of the, you know, lacy kind.  I'm going to miss her.”


So now we know that the dating scene for young enlisted soldiers is thriving, but what about for NCOs?  I talked with SFC Andy McGovern.  He seemed to fare even better!


“Yeah, I get laid all the time around here,” McGovern said.  


With who?


“Uh, some blonde-haired private, this other private, and uh, this kind of butch-looking private from Finance.  But, don't tell anyone about that one.”


The secret to McGovern's success in the relationship game?


“Well you kind of got to impress 'em with your having a radio and talking on it all the time.  That kind of makes you seem like a big shot.  One thing I like to do is if I see them sitting with some other dude, chances are, I outrank him, so I sit right down with them and start making him miserable.  You know, pushups in the chow hall, running errands, that kind of crap.  After a while, he won't hang around any more and we can get some alone time.  If that doesn't work, I threaten the girl's career.  You know, tell her I can get her Article 15'd for disrespecting a non-commissioned officer if she doesn't put out.”


So contrary to popular opinion, being single in a war zone, isn't that bad?


“Well,” admitted McGovern, “Technically, I'm not single, but I'm pretty sure that American marriages aren't valid in Iraq.  They don't have all that many laws over here.”

Next week in Relationships – How to meet Iraqi women, ettiquete do's and don'ts if her father's an insurgent, and how to tell what's under that veil before the arranged marriage.

AFN commercials announced

by SGT Mike Dunlap, US Army Infantry, Airborne


Armed Forces Network Television announced plans for a new lineup of fall commercials and public safety messages.  Due to potential conflicts of interest, AFN TV replaces all regular commercials with exciting homemade content.

Due to hit the airwaves this fall:

- A hot Navy chick reading news about stuff like a change-of-command ceremony on the USS Philadelphia, like you could give a fuck.

- Bulletins that affect 12 people, such as the cancellation of a racquetball tournament in Heidelburg, Germany.

- OPSEC reminders featuring cute animals, in which half of the thirty-second spot is spent flashing a message and reading a statement about how no animals were harmed.  For fuck's sake, how could you hurt a cat by putting a paper megaphone six inches away from its mouth?

- Guys whose buddies told them they did an great impression of Dr. Evil or Milton from "Office Space", embarrassing themselves on worldwide television in more stupid OPSEC spots

-  Safety messages about some ridiculous shit, like pushing your cart too fast in the grocery store.

- Confusing jargon that no-one understands or cares about.  Attention, if you haven't submitted your  D-RAL vouchers within 60 days to the Kaiserslautern AFB Def Rep, it may be too late to receive your validated Form 9121!

- Some news flash about how airmen and sailors are doing some shit that us infantry guys have been doing for two hundred years, like going out on combat patrols.  Big fucking deal.  When you teach some infantry guys how to fly a plane or drive a battleship, wake me up.

- An ad for some job that I wish I had.  Like working at an embassy in Europe.  It's quite an adventure, being one of the only 2 military personnel in the country, wearing civilian clothes to work, meeting foreign chicks.  Must be nice.  How do I apply and get the fuck out of Iraq?  I can't?  Then shut the fuck up and stop bragging.

- Ads for jobs I'm glad I don't have, but for some reason the government feels the need to hype up.  Like supply clerk.  And my favorite, the commercial for the Air Force combat weatherman.  This cocksucker is all camoed up, moving all quiet through the woods like he's at Ranger School, giving some high-speed hand signals.  Then what does he do?  Send up a three-foot bright red balloon.  Real stealthy, motherfucker.

- Endless ads not to drink too much, or drive drunk, or do drugs, or have sex, or gamble or have fun in any other way.  They should show a realistic commercial about what happens when you drink too much, like what happened to my man LCpl Innsbrook last week when he chugged a case of warm non-alcoholic beer on a dare and then threw up all over this fat interpreter chick.  Dude still ended up taking her back to his can and nailing her.  That was some funny shit I wouldn't mind seeing the replay of on AFN. 


Actually, this isn't really the new fall lineup.  This is just the shit that's on right now.  Like I have time to contact AFN.  I barely have time to watch it when I'm at the chow hall.  Get some pogue-ass, internet-cafe working, DFAC ID checking, M16A2 carrying, mail-sorting, gate-guarding, TOC-watching, Fobbit motherfucker to check that shit, if he's not too busy breathing my air, taking up space in lines and sitting on equipment at the gym.  Fuck you! 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

New Army carbine rejected


Our mailbag was full of positive responses to the article in our imaginary previous issue, entitled “New Army Carbine – It's Here!!!!!!”.  The article told about the long-awaited successor to the M16 and M4 weapons family, the XZ-41.  The XZ-41, which weighs only 2 pounds, 6 ounces,  fires three types of ammunition with barely noticeable recoil and pinpoint accuracy.  Conventional 7.62 x 54 rounds, explosively tipped flechettes which can penetrate 6 feet of reinforced concrete, and a rocket-propelled grenade which is launched into the air and detonated by an invisible laser beam.  The grenade has a range of 18 km and is capable of exterminating all human life in a grid square.


Despite the capabilities of the XZ-41 system, and its flawless safety record during testing with basic trainees, a panel of government experts recently recommended that funding for the program be dropped..


“Testing showed that the XZ-41 carbine failed to fire one time out of five million when completely immersed in oily sludge,” said Samuel P. Colt VI, the panel chairman, “We can't put a flawed weapon system like that into the hands of our troops.”


“The M16 weapons series was only just developed in 1957,” said panel member Livingston J. Colt IV, “That's a relatively short lifespan for a rifle.  For example, the Brown Bess musket was used by British troops from 1697 until 1881.  It really takes time for soldiers to get comfortable with a weapon, and it's not something you go changing on a whim.”



“Frankly, the military is not willing to bear the $60 million price tag on this project,” commented panel member Winthrop Boeing III, “The government is having a hard enough time coming up with the $800 billion in funding for the new Turbo Global Joint Strike Superfighter Plane.  And my personal view is that in this Global War on Terror, it's irresponsible for our fighter planes not to maintain air supremacy over the enemy's air force.  Our troops' lives depend on it.”

New vehicle - it's here!!!!!!


The long-awaited successor to the Humvee family has finally made it through testing and is now on the assembly line, waiting to be delivered to troops.  The All-Terrain Armored Transport vehicle, which has not yet been given an M-series nomenclature, is much larger than any of its predecessors, as well as having an increased passenger capacity, while fufilling its primary role to protect troops from IED attacks.  The new heavily-armored vehicle weighs in at a whopping 250 tons, stands almost 100 feet tall, and can carry a company-sized element comfortably in its body, while a two-man crew operates the vehicle from a forward compartment, which testers colloquially referred to as the "head".


Another difference in the new vehicle is its unique manner of locomotion.  Admiral Lawrence Ackbar, head of the joint services committee which developed the vehicle, speaks out:


"We didn't want a wheeled vehicle, because it would be too vulnerable to mobility kills from roadside bombs.  But we knew that tracks weren't the answer, either, because we wanted  it to work anywhere.  So we came up with an idea from a prototype that was originally designed for Arctic terrain - legs."


The four-legged behemoth sits so high above the ground, that even the strongest VBIED will barely be felt by its occupants.  Innovation is not without its difficulties though, as Ackbar reveals:


"We had some initial problems with the legs getting tangled by vehicles or low-flying aircraft using ropes as a trip-wire effect.  Also, there was the possibility of a lone operative rappelling up to the underside of the body of the vehicle and using a cutting tool or a small explosive device to penetrate the hull.  However, we feel that we've worked these kinks out."


What's next for the inventive team?


"We're still working on a smaller, two-legged version of the vehicle," said researcher David E. Wok, "But we're still trying to come up with the right balance between mobility and protection.  During one exercise, we had two of these bipedal models severely damaged by OPFOR, both by very simple means.  Once they collapsed a pile of rocks on the vehicle, and the other time, they tied two heavy logs to ropes and swung them together, bludgeoning the vehicle between them.  When primitive methods such as these are effective in stopping the latest in modern technology, you know you've got a problem."


The Department of Defense estimates that the initial four prototypes will be available for use by front-line troops as soon as early 2016, with full production beginning by spring or summer of 2021.

Business

Some sound fiancial advice

by LCpl Ronald H “Ronny” Innsbrook, USMC Journalism Intern

MANAGING YOUR FIANCES IS THE TOPIC I WAS CHOSE TO WRITE ABOUT FOR THIS COPY OF THE PAPER.  I AM MEMBER OF THE MARNE CORPS JOURNALISM PROGRAM AND WHEN I FIRST HERD I WOULD BE WRITING ABOUT MANAGING FIANCES I WAS UNSURE BECAUSE I HAVE NEVER HAD A FIANCE ONLY GIRLFRIENDS AND SUCH BUT THEN THE EDITOR TOLD ME (LCPL RONALD H. “RONNY” INNSBROOK) THAT IT WAS SUPOSED TO BE ABOUT MONEY OR $$$ AS IT APPEARS ON THE COMPUTER WHICH IS MY FIRST TIME USING; IN JOURNALISM SCHOOL WE HAD TYPEWRITERS.  I SAID GOOD BECAUSE I DONT FEEL IT IS MORAL FOR A MAN TO HAVE MORE THAN ONE FIANCE.  I DID TRYED TO MAKE AN ARTICEL ABOUT A GUY WITH 2 AND/OR 3 FIANCES.  FOR CHRIST SAKE “RONNY” HE SAID WHEN I SHOW HIM THE OLD ARTICEL, WE CANNOT PRINT THIS IS FILTH.  JUST WRITE SOME ABOUT MONEY AND HELP FILL A PAGE BETWEEN THE SIENCE SECTION AND THE SPORTS SECTION, OK?  

MANAGING YOUR MONEY - BY LCPL RONALD H. "RONNY" INNSBROOK

MANAGING YOUR MONEY IS A VERY SIMPLE TOPIC.  BASICALY THERE IS 3 KINDS OF MONEY, MONEY THAT YOU GET, MONEY YOU KEEP AND MONEY WHICH COMES FROM YOU TO OTHERS.  THE WAY TO GET RICH AND MANAGE YOUR MONEY IS TO MAKE THE FRIST 2 KINDS BIGGER AND MAKE THE LAST KIND SMALLER.  HERE IS HOW MOST OF YOU MARNES, SAILORS, ARMYS, AIR FORCE GUYS AND COAST GUARDS GET YOUR MONEY WHICH IS THE GOVERNTMENT GIVES IT TO YOU.  THIS IS KNOWN AS A "PAYCHECK" OR ALSO A "SALARY".  THIS IS SOMETHING HTAT YOU GET IN BASIC TRAINING ALL THE WAY UP TO WHEN YOU ARE RETARED FROM THE CORP.  IT GETS BIGGER WHEN YOU ARE GOING UP IN RANK AND DONG GOOD BUT DANGER!!!!!!@! IT CAN ALSO GET TOOK AWAY FOR SUCH THINGS AS PUNISMENT AND WHEN YOU HAVE MISCONDUCTS.  THE PAGE IS ALMOST UP SO TO BE CONTIUED NEXT MONTH: MONEY YOU KEEP.  tHE MONTH AFTER THAT: MONEY YOU HAVE TO PAY FORTH TO OTHERS.

LCPL RONALD H. "RONNY" INNSBROOK
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SPORTS

74th Takes Bragg BBall Crown

by SSG J.C. Mendoza, US Army

Ft. Bragg, NC - In a thrilling come-from-behind upset victory, the "Wolfpack" of the 74th Quartermaster Battalion defeated the "Bulldogs" of the 378th Typist Brigade, 28-26, for the hotly contested Ft. Bragg "B" League Men's Intramural Basketball Championship, Tuesday night in front of a packed house in Patton Memorial Gymnasium.  Led by captain and star point guard, J.C. Mendoza, the Wolfpack poured it on in the second half, outscoring the Bulldogs 18-6.  Mendoza, a former Brookfield Community College standout, had twelve of his sixteen points in the second half.  He had this to say about the victory:


"At halftime, a lot of the guys started to get down on themselves.  Things were pretty quiet when we headed back to the locker room.  But then the coach gave a pep talk that I'll never forget.  Basically, he summed up our second half strategy like this: 'Get the ball to Mendoza'.  Man, that's some pressure, to have the championship, the whole season, resting on your shoulders.  But I'm excellent under pressure."


Indeed, Mendoza was better than excellent.  "Absolutely stunning," was how the Wolfpack coach described his star's second half performance, particularly the game tying shot, which came with less than a minute left.  Mendoza intercepted an errant inbounds pass, then outmaneuvered the Bulldogs leading defensive player, a "tall blonde-haired officer-looking dude with a knee brace", whose name was unavailable at press time, for an easy layup.


"This was absolutely the most challenging game of the playoffs," Mendoza, who also coaches the team, admitted.  "For a while I was starting to get worried.  But when Mendoza started playing his heart out, I knew the game was in the bag.  What an effort!"


The Wolfpack continue their hunt for the Commander's Cup when the intramural softball season opens next Monday.  Look for pitcher and leadoff hitter J.C. Mendoza to dazzle on the diamond as the Wolfpack take on the Tigers of HHC, 524th Laundry Services BN at 1900 on Pike Field. 

Commander Cup Standings

1. 74th Quartermaster BN

 2. HHC, 524th Laundry Services BN

3. 378th Typist BDE 

4. A Co., 441st Food Management BN

5. 82nd Airborne Chaplains

6. DoD Junior High School Faculty

7. USJFKSWC FRG

8. C Co., 517th PIR

